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| NT. CHURCH COMMUNI TY ROOM - DAY
Large roomw th itens of its previous uses along side walls.
4 people on folding chairs in a half circle.

AARON, 30s, |l ooks like a gang nmenber. CONNER, 40s, froma
famly wth noney, with the the pock marks and face scars of
an addict. SOPH E, 20s, a nervous, petite woman in flinsy,
dull clothes is dazed and | eaning to one side, DANA, 30s,
with a sharp style that matches her no nonsense personality.

DANA
(to Sophie)
H . You okay?

(beat)
Sophie, right?

SCOPHI E
... Yeah.

WES, 40s, the filnmaker, in very expensive casual clothes,
checks and adjusts small caneras on tripods around the room

VES
H everyone, have you all net each
ot her?
(off their nods)
Great. Let's get started.

SOPHI E
|s there ah... A nmakeup person or..

VES
You | ook great. You all | ook
wonderful and real. That's what |
need to tell this story. You with
ne?

AARON
Yeah. N ggas like ne don't too often
get to speak truth into a nmegaphone.

VES
One thing I want you to take note of
is that we're in a church. | won't
censor you, but be respectful. Also,
| want to be honest with you about
sonething. [I'mnot an addict. M
father was a raging alcoholic. He
got sober and died a year later.
That's nmy connection to this issue.
VWo will start?



Beat .

DANA
Do you have questions for us?
VES
Yes, but, I'm hoping you can forget

about the caneras and just talk to
each other. Share truth, with no
enbel | i shnent s.

(beat)
Let's start with your primary drug
of choi ce?

AARON
Oxy.

SOPHl E
That's m ne, too.

DANA
Al cohol .

CONNER

Al of the above. And ganbling and
sex. Primarily.

VES
Okay. Just relax everybody.
(beat)
How ol d were you when you had your
first serious drink?

DANA
Si xt een.
VES
| s that the youngest?
AARON
Hel | no. | was fourteen.
SOPHI E
| was fourteen. O thirteen. |I'm
not sure, actually.
CONNER
Cl ose enough, baby doll. | had just

turned twelve. The nmaid gave ne a
taste and nore.

DANA
It doesn't just happen to girls.
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AARON
We're different, though. By twelve,
we're already | ooking for a piece.

CONNER
She was in her fifties or sonething.
| wasn't |ookin' for that.

Beat .

AARON
| s everybody on parol e?

DANA AND SOPH E
Par ol e?! No!

AARON
Alright. 1'mon parole. | did three
years on a D.UI. Cetting | oaded and
cruising the streets. Nothin' |ike
it.

DANA
Hey, hey, we're on tape.

AARON
| did ny tine.

DANA

WI1l your p.o. see this?

VES
| get a body for ny film she sees
what | shoot.

AARON
VWhat ever.

DANA
She can't make your life hell?

AARON
After what | been through, it's not
in me to care.
(beat)
"Il tell it all. No filters.

VES
That's great, man.

DANA
Stick with enotional honesty, not
speci fics.
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ue suit, sensible shoes, and a coll ar,

Areverend in ab
with a hand truck of boxes.

wal ks t hrough

VES
Reverend Kelly, will you join us?
We're tal king openly and honestly
about addi cti on.

AARON
Reverend Kelly's | ooki ng good in
that suit. Get |oose, girl.

Beat .
REVEREND KELLY
Wes, | don't want to get in your
way. |'ll be done in a flash.

The boxes fall off the truck. The nen go help.

VES
This is a sign. Conme on, Rev. 1I'd
| ove to add your perspective to this.

LATER
Reverend Kelly is seated with the group. Aaron stands.
AARON
|'"'mnot here to bullsh-- | know

what it is to be addicted. It can't
be controll ed.

VES
Aaron, you're giving ne stuff | can't
use.

AARON
l"'mnot here to lie to people.

VES

Alright, just sit down.
Aaron turns his chair around and straddles it.
DANA
Al I"msaying is, addiction's not a
i fe sentence.

CONNER
That' s true.

Aar on st ands.
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AARON
Ya'll trying to pull sonethin'.

VES
Aaron, this aggressive--

AARON
| didn't spend seven years inside
because of a damm choi ce.

DANA
Was it seven or three?
CONNER
Peopl e can get sober.
DANA
|"'msober. And | can still drink,

soneti nes.

Aaron grabs the top of a canera and rattles it.

VES

That's a three thousand dol |l ar canera.
CONNER

| bought the canera. |1'Ill bu

anot her. Express yourself, man.

(beat)
" ma producer on this.

AARON
I f you' re not an addict anynore, you
weren't an addict in the first place.

REVEREND KELLY
Aaron, listen. | don't mnd that
you're such a big guy. | really
don't. But, when you're the only
one standing, you' re out of the shot.

He sits down.

DANA
Addiction is the hardest thing |'ve
ever survived and I'mglad | went
through it--

AARON
All real addicts see is the crud on
the bottom of everybody's sneakers.
There's nothing to be gl ad about.



DANA
Now, | know how hard I'Il fight.
When ny body and soul are at stake
and all | see is crud, I'll scrap
like a junk yard dog.

VES

Does that work for everyone?
Fi ghti ng.

DANA
It can.

SOPHI E
My brain is different.

CONNER
| was sober for a while, once.
t hought | was done with all that.
Then, | went to church and all
coul d think about was crunbling up
t he communi on wafers to sniff.
Addi ction's a di sease.

AARON
(to Wes)
You shouldn't have us all in the
same group

VES
The conflict is good.

DANA
Real addicts can get addicted to
anything. Pick sonething el se.

CONNER
When your grabbed by a substance you
don't think through options. It's
like a man lost in the desert
searching for water. All he can say
IS wa- wa- wa- water!

DANA
That's not true for ne.

AARON
Have you been to jail? Ever drove
drunk. Ever sold yourself?

DANA
That's the test?

V\ES
There's no test.
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AARON
Crazy peopl e desperate for a group--

DANA
You want nme to | eave?

VES
Dana, why do you consi der yourself
an addict?

DANA
Look, things got really bad. 1 had
alittle trouble with Xanax, too.

Aaron scoffs.

CONNER
When you say you'll scrap like a
junk yard dog, what--

DANA
At one point, | was getting over it

all and | was driving froma Kw ck
mart and a guy wal ked in front of ny
car. The nei ghborhood drug deal er.
He | ooked in at nme and | just stared
at the light. To nmake it clear that
| was not going to see himand when
the light turned green | was going
forward

AARON
So?

Reverend Kel |l y' s pager beeps.

REVEREND KELLY

Wes, | need to |eave. But, can
share sonething with your group
first? Sonetines, we all get to
thinking I got this, I'm powerful.
| ' m gonna show t hese people and run
this my way. We can end up naki ng
bad choices. Taking wild risks.
That's when | rely on prayer. To
put it another way, you can't take
t he house. Wen you think you can,
let the Lord in. Choice, disease.
Choi ce, disease. Let the Lord in.

As she | eaves, Wes takes hold of her hand for a nonment.

LATER

The group continues tal king.
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VES
Sophi e, you're very quiet.

SOPHI E
|"mlearning a | ot.

VES
Do you m nd tal king about why you
want to get sober?

SOPHI E
|"'mnot sure | can. | just want to
see ny son, again. But, | enbarrass
him | want himto know I'mtrying
and |' m hel pi ng.

CONNER
He still |oves you, baby doll.
Chil dren want to under st and.

(to Wes)
Right? Wth your dad?

VES
Love is asking too much of ne. Let's
stay with Sophie.

CONNER
But, you respected his struggle.

VES
He didn't handle it right. So, no.

SOPHI E
|'msure he's as sorry as | am

CONNER
| need a cigarette break. How about
you, baby doll?

DANA
(to Wes)
Aren't we trying to cope wth our
urges?
VES

| need a break, too. Let's get |unch.
There are sandw ches in the kitchen.

CONNER
Baby doll and | are going off canpus.

LATER

Wes, Aaron, and Dana, the only ones in the room are up
talking in a corner.
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WVES
Yeah, | was in rarefied air and it
was nice. |'ll get back there.
DANA

|"'mworried about Sophie. There
shoul d have been a therapist here.

VES
| want to give her a chance to talk
nore. She can feel |ike she's said

her piece. For her son.

AARON
You want us sliced open, don't you.

VES
Let's get back to it.

They sit down.

AARON
I f you do this again, have two groups.
Real addicts don't need regul ar
abusers judgi ng.

Sophi e and Conner enter.

CONNER
Sorry we're | ate.

VES
You're right on time. And I'd like
to start with you, Sophie. Can you
tal k nore about your plan to reconnect
w th your son?

SOPHI E
| don't have plan. It's just what |
want. More than anything..

CONNER
Then that's what wll happen. Trust
me. 1|'d bet you're a great nom

LATER
VES

I s Al coholics Anonynous or Narcotics

Anonynous part of your recovery?
(beat)

Sophi e?

SOPHI E
No, I...
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CONNER
You got to find ones with good peopl e.
Come to one with ne.

SOPHI E
Ckay.
CONNER
Ckay.
AARON
| went to a couple of neetings.
DANA
| was going to three neetings a day
for a while.
AARON
Here we go.
DANA

It helped ne to stay out in front of
t hose thoughts. It worked.

CONNER
Dana, if you don't know what it's
like to decide you're never going to
use again. That you'd rather get
hit by a truck than use, and then
start up again, nmaybe you aren't an
addict. That's good. | was sober
for years, once and | accidentally
had a drink and that was it. You
think if I had a choice, | wouldn't
have sliced off skin instead of
di sappoi nti ng everyone, again?

DANA

| never understand why peopl e say

al cohol doesn't have a snell, but--
CONNER

It was m xed with fruit punch and

wth all the food. | couldn't tell.
DANA

But, in active addiction, my cells
woul d get jittery around al cohol. |
couldn't have had a drink
accidentally. And when the first
sip turned into a long sw g, why
didn't you go to rehab?

Conner throws over a chair.



CONNER
| lost ny famly to this disease.
AARON
(to Dana)

You were ready to run over a drug
deal er so you could stay sober. Be
proud, but don't--

DANA
|"m not proud. But, now |l know I'm
not a victim | won't |lay down.
VES

You can be proud of that.

AARON
But, don't judge--

WES
Aaron, let's nove on. None of us
can j udge.

DANA
" mnot proud of it.

VES
What are your plans to stay sober
this time? Sophie?

SCOPHI E
.1 don't know.

AARON
|"mgonna try prayer. The Reverend
converted ne.

CONNER
| don't know, either.
V\ES
Dana?
DANA

Later that night, after the dealer

approached ny car, the scene cane

back to me and | realized he wasn't

by hinself. He was with a young

woman and a boy. Eight or nine.
(Beat)

"' m not proud about not seeing them

VES
Quys, it's been a | ong day.
( MORE)
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VEES ( CONT' D)
"1l be able to pull together
sonet hing very special fromall this
and 1"l keep you updated for where
to watch it.

Wes checks and turns off each of the cameras.

AARON
(to Dana)
Ckay, you m ght be an addict.

SOPHI E
Too bad we can't keep tal king.

CONNER
Anybody want to get dinner? On ne.

AARON
(i ndicating Ws)
He's gotta take ne back.

CONNER
As a producer on this, | can do that.
AARON
Al right.
CONNER
(to Sophie)

Conme on, baby doll.

DANA (O S.)
You know what? Don't call her that
anynore. She's not your baby doll.

CONNER (O. S.)
Then, who can | hold onto? Are you
my-- On, ow. Bad idea. Got it.

Wes checks the main canera and turns it off.

FADE TO BLACK
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